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FRIENDS OF BATTYE LIBRARY (INC.) 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts  

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [12.05 pm]: I am pleased to inform the 
house of the significant achievements of the Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) over the past 18 months. The 
Friends of Battye Library (Inc.) was established in 1981 with the aim of assisting the acquisition, preservation 
and use of Western Australian archival and documentary heritage material by promoting the work of the J.S. 
Battye Library of West Australian History and the State Archives, now the State Records Office of Western 
Australia, sharing research, identifying, acquiring and preserving historical records, and raising funds for these 
purposes. Members also provide valuable assistance as volunteers. In recent years, they have played a significant 
role in funding and facilitating a number of significant digitisation and conservation projects, including most 
recently a Lotterywest grant of $847 000 for the Oral History Records Rescue Group that has assisted with the 
preservation of the library’s significant oral history collection. 

Since July 2011, the friends have generously provided $20 000 to digitise and conserve papers of John Septimus 
Roe, a naval officer, surveyor and explorer and the Swan River Colony’s Surveyor General. This important 
archive includes documents from 1797 to 1862, including correspondence, diaries, logbooks and sketchbooks. 
They have provided $300 to digitise and conserve 24 letters from 1829 to 1831 of James Henty and members of 
the Henty family regarding their land on the Swan River, the voyage out, transport of goods and other matters; 
$2 121 to digitise the Coolgardie Miner newspaper 1913 to 1917 and the Southern Advertiser newspaper 1888; 
$10 186 to review and conserve the Western Australian Biographical Index, funded through the Sholl Bequest; 
$15 900 to digitise the lands and surveys chain series maps, funded through a donation to the friends from the 
late Lindsay Peet; and $10 600 to digitise surveyors’ field books in the State Records Office, funded through the 
Sholl Bequest. 
The friends have also supported research into the East Perth Cemeteries to document over 10 000 burials circa 
1830 to 1916, providing a $10 000 additional cash contribution to a Lotterywest grant of $34 000. The total 
funding provided towards these current projects exceeds $52 000, yet the ongoing value of the work in 
preserving our state’s history is immeasurable.  

I acknowledge the passion and commitment of the friends of the Battye Library during more than 30 years of 
voluntary service. Their work has resulted in millions of dollars in funding being channelled to projects with 
immediate and long-term benefits for the entire Western Australian community. 
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